Minutes of the November 18, 2004 Meeting of the 

North Carolina Association of Hazmat Responders

President A.C. Rich called the meeting to order at 13:10 hours with twenty-five members and visitors present.  

Secretary Glenn Clapp read the minutes from the August 25, 2004 NCAHMR meeting.  Abby Moore made the motion that the minutes be accepted.  Ron Jordan then seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

Treasurer Frank Burns reported that there was $5,085.12 in the Treasurer’s Fund.  $99.00 was expended in August for the Webpage.  Chief Burns also reported that T-shirts and golf shirts were still available.  Abby Moore made the motion that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted, with Warren Ritter seconding.  The Treasurer’s Report was then accepted.

Old Business

The following meeting schedule was proposed for 2005:

February 10th:  Wendell

May 12th:  Asheville

August:  Greensboro Conference
November 10th:  High Point

Ron Jordan made the motion that the schedule be accepted, with Brian Mims seconding.  The schedule was then accepted.

The departure of Erin McIntyre from NCEM was announced.

Scott Bullard then introduced David Skordinski and Bill Diuguid, grant managers with NCEM.  Applicable hazmat grants were then discussed.  The MOA’s have been returned, with teams having until April 1, 2005 to spend the awarded funds.  Payment packages are due on May 2, 2005.  Progress reports are also due on a monthly basis, with the 2002 Equipment List being utilized.  The 2004 grant will not earmark funds for local hazmat teams.  

Bill Diuguid, 2003 Grant Manager stated that 23 teams have applied for the grant, with further information expected by the end of March.  A one-year extension has been applied for and will be looked at in January 2005.  It was also stated that the applicable teams may want to look at extending the MOA’s.  

Scott Bullard then informed attendees of the acceptance test problems with the Lakeland hazmat suits.  The matter is being forwarded to the State Attorney General’s Office.  

New Business  
A discussion on the topic of updating the NCAHMR By-Laws was initiated by President Rich.  A proposed rewording of the document had been previously e-mailed to members, consisting of minor amendments and changes to the term of officers.  
Mike Chapman posed the question asking if persons were required to be a team member to make or second a motion.  A discussion then ensued, with the realization that a specific reference to the matter was not defined.  Frank Burns also stated that in the past, non-voting membership was opened to industry teams.  It was decided that the matter would be researched and comments could be e-mailed to President Rich.

A 2005 Conference Committee of five persons was compiled, consisting of Mike Chapman (Chair), Brian Mims, Gary Cornett, Gary McCormick, and Abby Moore.  

Mike Chapman led a discussion regarding the Hazmat Challenge, stating that feedback suggested utilizing a set of written rules, posting the events early, and utilizing judges who are not members of the Committee.  The general feedback for the Hazmat Conference was positive, but several persons suggested the provision of more time for the sessions.  The acquisition of a display booth for the Association was also discussed.  Mike Chapman will look into options for such a booth.  

A discussion on hazmat team typing then ensued.  The typing was originally performed by NCEM and approved by the NCAHMR and the N.C. Fire and Rescue Commission.  The main question posed was that of “Where does the NCAHMR fit in?”  The statements that followed centered around the typing being driven partially by grant funding requirements and the need for a “policing” agency.  An idea was also presented that the NCAHMR could serve as a driving force behind certification standards, while NCEM may be suited to act as a “policing” body.  A Committee to Review Team Typing was then formed, consisting of the following members:  Scott Bullard (acting as “Chair”), Mike Chapman, Derrick Clouston (will be asked to participate), Charles Phillips, and Ron Jordan.
President Rich then introduced Joey Davis as the NCAHMR Webmaster.  Suggested improvements to facilitate greater utilization of the Website include placing documents on the site and a more frequent listing of training opportunities.
Future training opportunities include the following:

· Technician Class in Wilson February 14 – 25

· Hazmat Technician Refresher in Pender County January 14 – 16

· Technician Class in Raleigh March 2005

· Chemistry of Hazmat in Raleigh August 2005

· Business, Environmental, and Safety Training Conference on February 1 in Raleigh

Team Reports:

Gary Cornett thanked the Greensboro and Charlotte Teams for their responses to Western North Carolina for the Hurricanes/Tropical Storms.

Charles Phillips informed the attendees of a 10,000 pound ammonia leak from a House of Raeford Plant.  Fifteen persons from the plant and five from the community were transported to the hospital.  Approximately 200 persons were evacuated.

President Rich then displayed two plaques recognizing the service of Past President Peele and Past Secretary Holliman, who were unable to attend the meeting.  

The next NCAHMR Meeting will be held on February 10th, 2005 in Wendell.

The meeting was adjourned at 14:38 hours. 

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ Glenn Clapp

NCAHMR Secretary
